
It is a crucial time for our nation's horses and they need our support now more than ever. Over 
the next few weeks, Congress will decide whether horses in the U.S. are protected as our loyal 
companions or sacrificed to slaughterhouses. Your show of support for horses can make all the 
difference.   

Horse Slaughter in the U.S. 

Most Americans are aghast to learn that horses are slaughtered in the U.S. The facts of horse 
slaughter in the U.S. are hidden far from the public eye by the slaughter industry and its supporters 
which is exactly how they want to keep it. In 2004, over 65,000 horses were sent to their death at 
slaughterhouses in Illinois and Texas and their meat shipped abroad to countries including Belgium , 
France and Japan to be served up as $20 per plate delicacies. Still more American horses were shipped 
alive to Canadian slaughterhouses to be killed. But where do these horses come from? Currently any 
horse sent to auction in the U.S. could end up at the slaughterhouse including unwanted companion 
horses, retired race horses, young, old, healthy, or lame. Companion horses are also stolen to be sold 
for slaughter. 

Seeking an End 

Despite the cruelty and size of this horrific industry, there is hope that horse slaughter will 
finally end in the U.S. thanks to a number of federal bills soon to be considered by Congress. Please 
write or call your Representative and Senators immediately and ask that they show their support for our 
nation's horses and cosponsor the legislation listed below. Let them know that the American public will 
never view horses as livestock and that the appalling destruction of this cherished symbol of our 
nation's culture and history must immediately end. 

Be persistent! Call or fax letters until you get a Yes or No on co-sponsorship!   

• Urge your Representative to cosponsor H.R. 503, The American Horse Slaughter Prevention Act . 
H.R. 503 would end once and for all the butchering of American horses and their export for slaughter.

• Urge your Senators to cosponsor The Ensign/Landrieu bill (companion to HR 503) introduced by v 
eterinarian and U.S. Senator, John Ensign (R-NV) and Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA). Bill number 
will be available after September 6 th . 



Contact your Representative : 
The Honorable (name)
House Office building
Washington DC 20515

Capitol Operator (202) 224-3121 
  

Contact your Senators : 
The Honorable (name)

US Senate
Washington DC 20510

Capitol Operator (202) 224-3121 

• Please share this Alert with family friends and co-workers and encourage them to speak up for our 
nation's horses as well.

• Write brief but impassioned letters to the editors of your local newspapers urging your US 
Representative and Senators to cosponsor this legislation now. 

HORSE SLAUGHTER WILL CEASE-HOUSE VOTES 267-160 WITH AMERICA ! 

Washington , D.C. June 8, 2005- 

After four long years the American Horse Defense Fund (AHDF), the country's leading, active 
horse protection national nonprofit is finally able to applaud the US House of Representatives, and in 
particular, Congressmen John Sweeney (R-NY), John Spratt (D-SC) Ed Whitfield (R-KY) and Nick 
Rayhall (D-WV), for their leadership and persistence in passing legislation that will end the needless 
and brutal slaughter or our horses, ponies, mules and burros. The vote of 267-160 was a ringing 
endorsement by the House. The huge grass roots calling effort by people from coast to coast really 
made a difference . 

“We are elated, celebrating and deeply grateful” said AHDF president Trina Bellak, Esq., who 
has personally worked on this issue since 1994. Many organizations pooled their efforts. As the years 
have slowly passed, more and more American's learned that roughly 65,000 American horses are killed 
cruelly in one of the three foreign-owned horse slaughter plants that operate in the United States each 
year. The meat carved from these once noble, kind, trusting animals is shipped overseas to upscale meat 
markets and high-end restaurants. “Although the amendment that passed as part of the annual 
agriculture appropriations bill budget process only will go into affect this fall, it will give the nation 
and opponents time to see that the many alternatives to cruelly slaughtering our horses will work and 
replace slaughter” added Bellak. It will stop slaughter for one year, unless H.R. 503 passes too. 

Despite overwhelming public support and 228 bipartisan cosponsors (of the House's 435 
members), last year's legislative efforts to protect American horses failed to go to a vote when the 
American Horse Slaughter Prevention Act was blocked by the House Agriculture Committee chairman, 
Bob Goodlatte (R-VA). Goodlatte spoke shameful untruths again in today's debate as did other 
members such as King from Iowa and Bonilla from Texas . “The will of the people was not done in the 
previous Congress, and until we pass actual legislation that is permanent, our work is not over” Bellak 
added. “The truth will prevail, we are in this to help horses, we just wish the ill-informed or ill-



intentioned opponents would face it” she added. “It is unconscionable that for decades, we have been 
using federal taxpayer dollars to support a practice that the American public is overwhelmingly 
opposed to," said Representative John Sweeney (R-NY). "The amendment prohibits federal taxpayer 
dollars from being spent on facilitating the export of horsemeat from the United States for sale to 
countries abroad. Im pleased to see that my colleagues agree with me that this horrid inhumane 
treatment must end.” 

Americans are shocked that our horses continue to suffer such unspeakable cruelty during both 
long grueling journeys to slaughter plants and at the plants themselves. Horses can be hauled without 
food, water, or rest for as long as 28 hours. The captive bolt pistol used in slaughter plants is not in 
anyway humane. Often not rendered unconscious (which is required by law), many horses are fully 
aware and sensitive to pain while proceeding through the slaughter process. 

Sweeney also remarked, "We do not eat our horses in the United States and it is our moral 
responsibility as a humane nation to protect our equine pets, companions and athletes from the cruelty 
of horse slaughter." 
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